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Analysis of the Current Status of Death Penalty in the United States
Despite the decline in the number of people granted death penalty, capital punishment is still considered an important part of the American criminal justice system. It may be shrinking, but recent debates and political events in different States show that death penalty may never go away in the United States. Berman and Barnes (2014) explain about the executions in the United States through the capital punishment methods citing that lethal injection is the primary method adopted in many States. However, there are other methods such as electrocution in states like Alabama, Arkansas, and Florida, gas chamber in Arizona, Missouri, and Wyoming, hanging in Delaware and Washington and firing in Oklahoma and Utah (Berman & Barnes, 2014). 

Death penalty has continued to exist in some of the States due to the proponents and populists who are the majority in those states have always supported the capital punishment. Recently in 2015, there was a political struggle in Nebraska where the state legislature repealed capital punishment but a vote in 2016 by the populists ensured that the law was restored (Toobin, 2016). However, the number of executions through death penalty has significantly reduced from 1999. It is estimated that only 20 executions from 1999 to 2016 (Toobin, 2016). Despite the Supreme Court's invalidation of the death penalty many years ago, the punishment continues to exist in many states. However, the argument has been based on whether capital punishment infringes the Civil Liberties provided under the Eighth Amendment.

In the Supreme Court's decision on a case of Weems vs. the United States in 1910, the court decided that the hard labor and imprisonment term of Mr. Weems were unusual and cruel. The judges, led by Justice Joseph McKenna claimed that it is a precept of justice that punishment given to the offenders of crime should be graduated and proportioned to the offense that they have committed (Mannion, 2012). Weems’ case in 1910 sparked the discussion about cruel and unusual punishment to offenders. This has also contributed to the vote in many states to abolish the capital punishment system, except in some few States which are controlled by populist’s ideology like California and Nebraska. However, this has not been the case in some of the States where the populist opinion rules. Death penalty may have reduced in the past two decades, but, one thing is clear; that it is not going to end.



References
Berman, M., & Barnes, R. (2014, May 1). Everything you need to know about executions in the United States. Washington Post. Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/05/01/everything-you-need-to-know-about-executions-in-the-united-states/?utm_term=.7c7e1ae8db9e
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mannion, E. (2012, August 9). Cruel and Unusual Punishment: Weems V. United States. EdManinno. Retrieved from http://edmannino.com/blog/cruel-and-unusual-punishment-weems-v-united-states/
Toobin, J. (2016, December 21). The Strange Case of the American Death Penalty. The New Yorker. Retrieved from https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-strange-case-of-the-american-death-penalty
